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I Mark 10. 19. — Defraud ms = | 
* 7.2, --- bape wronged noman, we Ads | 

corru * no man, we have defrauded no man. 
4 Thel. 4 6. That no man go bejond and defraud bin 
| brother in any matter, becauſe that | the Lord is the 
. Avenger of a 8 we alſe have Jos warned | 
| en * teſts | | 
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* ay out . the holy Apoſtle Nude 
the Chriſtian Coriatbiant, for 95715 to Law 
' | before the Unjuſt, v. 1. before Unbeliewersy 
. v. 6. and that about malleſt matters; V. 2, 
They were very ready to Sue one ano- 
mier at the Law, about ſmall matters, and that 

- before lafidels, before Heathen,Pagan Fudges: This 
he blames chem for. He 1 not abſolutely 
5 8 or candenin, the uſing of wholeſame hu- 

vane Laws, for the defending men from Injuries,' 

vr for the obtaining of their right, The Apoſtle 
imſelf, when in danger of being wrongfully and 
legally: Scourged, 3 pleaded the Roman Law in 
is own defence Ying, At 22, 23 Is 1 lawfab | 
or Zou. fo Scaurge 4 by oh Roman, and uncons, 


1 Na God 1 2 appoingd, oe | 


42 
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* . | Fraud and Halli, 
Thould.be Judges among his People, to hear CauJz 
es and to fee Juftice done. Deut. 25. 1. I 

there be a ape er 6 men, and they come un- 
% Judgment that the Judges my Fudge them, thenk,, 
they ſhalt juſtifie the R. bteous & condemn the Wicked, ir 
Tis not therefore abſolutely and in it ſelf conſi- 5 
dered, a Sit, to go to Law; tho": circumftances| * 

ace. often ſuch, that many do very Anfally inf 
going to Law. And ſuch were the circumſtanch | 
des at this times, among the Corinthians ; they e 

went to Law about little matters, and that be- 
fore Heathen judges, who were ready from theirly 
Sontentions to vilitie, & reproach their Religion. i 
The Chriſtian Religion does oblige the Profeſſors). f 
of it, to be loving, quiet, pe aceable, harmleſs, 
elf denying, I it be poſſible,” as much as in you 

lier b, live peaceab] with al men, Rom. 12. 18. Our 
bleſſed Saviour ſaid, Joh. 13. 35. By this ſhall all. 
men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye bave love one 
to another. Since Chriftians are ſo plainly re- 
quired, to be loving, peaceable; ſel -denying ; 
No. doubt but the heathen Judges before whom 
[the Chriſtian Corin;bjans manag'd their contro 
Verſies, did thence take occaſion, to reproach 
[their Religion as well as their Perſons, The A“ 
pollle*therefore blames the Corinthians, becauſe $ 
they had no more regard to the Credit &. Reputa- Q 
eien of their Religion: he tells them they had ber © 
ter Suffer tbemſelves to be defrauded, than that 
their Religion ſhould thus ſuffer by their means o 
v. 7. But then the Apoſtle goes 09:00 changer! | fr 
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ne A N * DereBed Ard Condeninke, .._ 
au-Af fe Chriftians;Wich an higher crime than their 
+ {oing-to'Law with one another ; and that was, 
That they themſelves did wrong and defraud 
then pne another; They were ſo far from being wil⸗ 
cked.ying to ſuffer wrong, and to deny themſelves, 
pnli-Fr the Credit of Religion ; that indeed they did 
ncesvrong and defrauded, and that their Brechren, 
This he charges on them as a great Sin, in gur 
ext; Perſons may be ſaid to do wrong, and toff 
eau, in other matters as well as in Worldly grods 
or Ourward eftate_; yet this latter ſeems to bs 
hiefly intended in our Text, and in this ſenſ 
ion. I ſhall ſpeak to it at . The res bas. 

(ors en- us Ik fx ES 


leſs, DOCTRINE, "viz. 

i a HS, great Sin, for Chriſtians. 10 wrong and} 

Qur Af aud ont anot ber 95 indeed any Perſons ) in the 0 

4 |  Worlaly Goods or Qutward Eſtate. "A | 2 | 
5 2 | 

re Doubtleſs al Chriſtians, will readily Mt: vt to 

55 the truth of this Doctrine; yet poſſibly the 


tro 
ach 
A- ' Queſt; When 3 way Perſons be Jaid fo wronp a 
ſc Faud ot bers, in their Worldly Goods or Qutward Eſtates 
4 Or, when may they be ſaid, fo get diſponet * 25 


wont ſo well 7 who are guilty of the crime 


ere mention” ſhall there ore ee | "4 


1 
that . There Are various ways, wherein per 4 
ans ſons may. be ſaid to be thus guilty. * de | 


zEtN 
5 fraud ot ers, ( vr: Mhanett gig.) w_— 


1 n * 
1. be n Rob them 'of their Big . By Rob * 
; I bere intend, an open. forcible taking away | 
x Perſon's n from him, without any pretence 
Law or ving any valuable c deration F* 
pr it. Such Robberies ate often committed Sy ff 
Land, and alſo on the Sea by Pyrates; © Such for- 
Cible taking away, we read of, Judg. 9. wh ir 
obbed all that came along that way, by them, 
Robbery, is contrary to the light and law of Ne: 
ure, and expreſcly forbidden in the word of God. 
1 1 19. 13. Thow halt not defraud thy Neighbour, } © 
ber rob don, Pfal. 6 6 o. Become not Jain 
What's gotten by Robbery; muſt needs 
) e done gain. 5 7 
2. M ben they Steal from aby. "hy eile, 1 ſeo 
mean, the takingaway from Perſons wha they'ro 
fuftly pofſeſs'd of, and that in a ſly, ſectet man 
her, un- be· known to the Peron Wendel ws, 
[ en Perſons . Secretly remove Land- marks to in- 
arge their own borders, this js Stealing of Land, 
contrary, to the Divine Law, Deut. $ 555 7155 80, 
Piel Pockets are guilty of Stealing; tho ſe who 
„ the dark, or when they think nane ſees or Her ver 
em, will uſe that adyantage for taking to them- 
ſelves what jaftly belongs to others. This is a 
ime, directiy contrary. to the *exprefs letter of 
* be Command ment, viz. Thou ſhalt nor Steal. 
| his An is greatly an bee, Wh when Perſons 
lake 3 pol it, Po Si ee 5 
| Houſes, 1 * y ſuch ive Providence 
den; goods aretlirown 9207 one of door, ot 
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a 3 > Ka 
debe ye ſcattered, on. ehe ſhoar (che. owners not 
bay being able to ſecure, them) others will take this| 
Ivantage to Steal, them $5 : By, when. OM 
tis à great ation of their ey 
has Aﬀidion 8 the Afflicted, . dire 
ing and Stealing, they re fuch heinous Paget 
dus crimes; that an honeft Heathen would : 
i Zut there are many other methods 
2 Perſons often do wrong, F 10 


get anc As, 
3. When they Sel. things at an exceſſive nate. ay n, - 
Theres 2 pro 
- whoſe im, 


n . 
gain, belonging (.or (or due) to th 
ployment tis to buy and ſell. It ; no.eaſy, mat 
ter exactly to. ate the caſe, and to ſay, howl 
ranch pride is iy a0 hs Mat jo the Salk | 
The. nature of the Commodities, the trouble 9 | 
ins, the buſineſs, and other conſiderations. may alts | 
? | the caſe very much; and render it allowable 8 
10 take more profit ( proportionably to the wort 1 
oz | or-price of the thing) in one caſe ; than in ang | 
he ther, Many circurnftances ſhould be ſerionff 
weigh'd by thoſe who would approye their Conf 
m- ſciences to God in. theſe matters. And choſll 
2 © who-will ſeriouſly conſider, and conſult thei 
of on Conſciences, ordinarily, if they, will 
2 avoid wronging themſelves or others in Selling 
Tis good therefore, to conſult the profit of | | 
buyer 2s well as of the Seder, that both may re joyq 
together. 1 Cor. 10:24: Let no man ſcel bis ow 
bus wal man d W That i IS, We * | 


"or. ſ 
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ell as of our ſelves, ' But when the Sellers prin- 


bxceflive unreaſonable price for what is Sold; is 


zn of this Sin, when the Seller takes advantage 
or it, from the vor ance of the huyer; Impoſing 
nhis weakneſs, making him believe the thing is 
yorth much more than it is. It aggravates the 
vri wars rains 8 of the buyers 
Neceſſty; C e has great, urgent Ne 

Dr Ach er ach a thing,can't —— 
ind this advantage the Seller takes to ask extra- 
tagantly : this is aggravated wickedneſs. Prov. 
2. 22. Rob not the por, becanſe be poor ; neither 
Ibpreſi the afflicted in the gate. Tis wrong and un- 
Act alſo, for Perſons to ugroſs or Monopolize com- 
hodities (gercin them all into their own hands ) 
in purpoſe that they may get an unreaſonable high 
rice for them; eſpecially if ſuch commodities 
ire neceſ/ary for humane Life, ſuch as Food or 
einem. Prov. 11: 26. He that with boldeth corn, 
; People hall curſe bim. Cors, is neceſſary for 
he ſupport of humane Life, if therefore in time 
ſcarcity, any will buy up all the Corn they 
an, on purpoſe to get an unreaſonable high 
ice for it ; the People will curſe ſuck an one, 
5 2 and God will curſe him too. So it's an ag- 
Nation of the crime, when Perſons ask an 
D ccoffiy 


i 


[ 


have regard to the good ad Pibfir of others as 
biple 3s, tö pet as much #-pbMbly he can, and 
tegards only his own profit and not the buyers; 
te then acts unjuftly. To ask and receive an 


Dppreflion and Extortion. And tis an Approvi- 


is | did. grind; with H4nd-mills for à living, if eiche 
- j ofthe 'e Mill-fiones was taken as a Pawn or Secars 


nm ̃ ˙ ded Crntnmes, i 
cates unreaſonable price, for Tools or Inſtru- 
= | rants, cli ch are neceſſary for mens following thei 
honeſt Callings with. Dent. 24. 6. No man 
tale the netber or uppen Mill tone to pladge, fort 


41 tateth a 7 Liſe to pledge. Some of the Poor 


ty for a debt, or for a thing lent ; thereby the 
man was hindred from his Calling, from working 
for a Livelihood : ſuch barbarity therefore 
forbidden Indeed as for trifles, baubles, thing 
only to pleaſe the fancy if an high price be asl 
for them, it's not ſo bad as to ask high for thing 
that are necgſſary. But ſurely, Chriſtians ſhouls 
make Conſcience of their ways, they ſhould eak 
heed that they dont defraud in buying or ſelling 
Lev. 25. 14. If thow ſell ought unto thy Neighbou | 
or-buyeſt; oug bt of thy Neighbour s band; ye fall 
oppreſs one another. When the Buyer would ge 
things at an under rate, for leſs than they're worth 
not allowing to the Seller an honeft gain or re 
ſonable profit ; this alſo is unjuſt, Prov. 20.1. 
Kt is  naugbt , it is naught, ( ſaith tbe buyer) but wht | 
he is gone bis way, then be boaſteth. When thy 
buyer, by diſpraiſing and under-valuing'-co 
modities, gets them for leſs than they're wortlf 
and then brags of his good bargain; this 1 is u 
juſt, tis a wicked defrauding. | 
4. When men cheat and deceive in their lralind 
As men ſometimes ask too high a price for wi 
they Sell, ſa they ſome times defraud, by il | 
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"bai FI IND Eoin - 
borſe ref chan what they pretend to? When 
e Sele knows his commodity to be Vyſaund, 
r good, and will yetaffirm it to be Good Son 
Ac will ask and take à full price for it as Hr 
is vile Cbeating: tis 3 ona? 8 
ether. So when perſons . Wei el 

FAMeaſure,” and part Feit leſt than what they 
perend to, this ĩs wicked cheating and defraud-. 
g. Lev. 19. 35, 36. Ye ſhall do no Unrighteouſ= 
| . in meteyard, in weipht, or in mea- 
3 juſt ballancet, Juſt” weights, a juſt epbab, and a 
(Glas ſhall ye have. God requir'd;: that they 
0 — have juſt Ballances, that is, true Scales (to 
r chings by weight not ſuch as could 

ke to turn decrirfully, to ſerve a Knaviſh deſign. 
5 weights, not two Sets of weights, beawier ones 
| ir with, and liger ones to fel with. A juFt- 
bb ab; that was 2 commes Meaſure for dry things, 
en &. A ju Hin, that was a common Men- 
% for Liquids, as n, Oyl, c. Theſe Meaſures 
puld be ,, according to the Standard, accor- 
g to Law, ſuch as Meaſures of ſach a deno- 
nation, were commonly i uppos d or repured to 
Lo God requir'd Jullice in Metezard:; that 
= by che For or by: the Tara, by 
as tis commonly called. To de- 

3 * — by unjuſt Weights or Meaſures, is 
Pal forbidden, - Dent. 25, 13, 14, 15. | Thow 
8 MP not baue in thy bag diverſe weinbte, a great ad 
Vn. Tow ſhals way bave in thine bouſe diverſe 
1 e © great and ſmall, Bar dan ſhrls Neat. 
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© _ Fraud ail Todftich, 


0, therein they are fraudulent and unj 
o when Trade- men or Labourers ask an exceflive 


ue of cheir skill in any Art or Myftery, or 


g an unreaſonable high price for the Goods 
ey | fell. So men are unjuſt, when being 
Ned by the Day, Neel Month or 'Year, they 
e Slorbful, Lazy, and Tdle away their Time. 
dr Inftance,: Suppoſe, that "Four Sbilling:. 2 
ay, is reckoned the juft and common Wages 
uch or ſuch fort of Work; the Workman 
&s not expect nor ask more; I ſay in ſuch 


of his time, and yet asks and receives full 
Me: he as really defrauds him of a Shil- 


hful Servant, is juftly call'd Wicked. Mat. 
26 So men 'Difrand, when they do their 
ork fei bey or deceitfully : Deceitſul Work- 
nihip; is often à great Cheat. It may be 


h Sc. meerly from deceitfulneſ in Work: 
ſhip either in thoſe wilo prepared Materi- 
For in chose who. vgl, them vp. 89 


4 


mploy'd in any ſuch Faculty, Offee or Buſineſs, 
G ask exceſſive Rates or Fees for r 


rice for their Work, therein they act unjuſt- 
and nnrighteouſly; For men may be unjuſt 
4 unrighteons, in asking too high a price for 


asking too much for their Work; as in ask- 


Laſe, if the Workman Idler away one quer- 
ages, he then wropgs his Imployers of a 


g if he Stole it out of his Pocket. The 


ö 


ian has not half the Service he might have 
pm” Shoes, Clogths, Tools or Inſt ruments to work 


. 
«7 A | — = 8 


* 2 mat Builds an Houſe; and the Wok k 


ſlightily 
Haut Tpeedily needs, Repair, and is ready t 
tumble down, here's vaſt damage to the Ow 


er by ſych deceitfulneſs. By . ſach.. deceitf 


too, But as 'for Ship Carpenters, if they do the 


- ceitfully, they are in a remote ſenſe, .charg@ 


11 M I WO 097 OE ²˙ VNN m ST | 


7. 12, and "contrary to, Phil. 2. 4. Look not 


8 are ſome practices unlawful in them elvi 


'  Detefied}and Sa 


And deceitfully done; ſo that 6 

Workmanſhip, the Buyer or Imployer ofte 

loſeth, not only the Money paid for Laboe 
but in 2 great meaſure the ct of Materia 
Work deceitfully, they are yet more guilty 
for not only the Goods but the Lives of me 
are hazarded, by their careleſsneſs & dece 
If in Building Veſſels they do their Work di 
| 


able with Murder, becauſe mens Lives are e 
dangered by their wicked careleſneſs, - Surf 
ly theſe methods of Fraud and Injuftice, 
abominable, They are quite. contrary to th 
Golden Rule, which requires us to do to 
thers, as we would have them do to us, 4 
very man on bit own things, but every man | 
on the things of others. When any ask and ta | 
e Fees or too high Wages for their Se | 
vice, are Idle when they're hired for ſach a Tis 
or do their work Decifaly ; 1 then they. 


wrong and defraud. 
6. When Perſons gain b any diſhoneſt beſt 


7 which Perſons indeavour to get Mong 
hus ſome. will Weine to Aal e to P, 


= Hard and tof 
MR feirte everis; aid alſo 
0% diſcover: loft goods, &c. Now tis. all poli 
Whey gat, that's gotten by ſuch wicked praci- 
$35 theſe. 30 if men make Images. or Pichurer 
Idolets out afes, _ is unlaw ful bufinefs, and 
the "Sc ws reby muft needs be unlaw- 
ch was 8 making A Ap ſhrines far Diaus, 

| ro 22 gain 10 the Crafts-men, Act. 
24. N for the ſake of a Fee, 
| pleat 2 cauſe which they know to be nejuft 
i errighteous, and will indeavout that it ma 
al and ſacceed'; ſuch their gain, is wick 


Rwvour- o an unrighteous thing. 
—— which is es Cleave to nx word 
om. T2. 9 Any gain gotten dy 8 

r ſelf ada ful i nnlawtal gain. Yea what's 
* by is ualawful gain. Tho ſome 

nd, M moderately and ealonably: us'd for 


to game for the getting a Man's Money or 
. This is not a giving and receiving in 
Of dimes ; nor in way of Bounty or Generofity ; 
0 coomiutative Fut ice, for he that receives, 
not pretend to give 2 Valaable confideration 
what he gets. Ile that 
ires (and deſigns if he can) only to gain and 
to loſe ; and ſo tis quite contrary to that 
[© mentioned, 1 Cor;10; 24. Let no man ſeek bis 
man another's wealth. That is, 


” but every 
by man thous dai the good and profit of hi 
CIP Nv 


* W 


[= ls pond gotten. For none ſhontd | 


reed 5 wut 7 


Recreation, are lawful; yet tis unlaw- | eb 


for Meney, 


f * «adi < , 9 Chae 


ee, 


quires, that a Stray Ox or Sheep, ſhould be return'd 


s che owner, Deut. 22. 1. And fo ther 
hings too. Lev. 6. 4. He ſhall reftore that ubieb 
be took violently away, or the thing . which beibarb | ©; 
lecert fully gotten, or that which was delivered bim to 

tep, or rhe ier which be found, + 


8. ben Perſous receive griping oppreſſive Uſury. * I. 
ſury (or the taking ſome Reward) for the Uſe |, 
Money or Goods lent) is not in it. ſelf un- 
wful, as Lying and Stealing Are. 1 Deut. 23. 20. 
Pute a Stranger, thou may# lend upon Uſary. This | 
ould not be allow'd, if the thing in it ſelf were 
knlawful, Vet tis unrighteous gain, to receive 
ſay from a Poor Neighbour (who borrows for 
vent Neceſſity;and not to inrich; himſelf. ) Exod. 
2:25. if thou lend Money to any of my People that 
Puor by thee hou ſhalt not be uno him ac an Uſurer ; 
uber ſhalt thou lay upon bim Uſury. As tis\Sinful ; 
d take any Uſa A Poor man, who. borrows 
daly for preſent neceſſity; fo tis Sinful to ask 
Bxce/rue Uſury from any tho never ſo able. So 
is uanrighteous gain, when Perſons take Ex- 
ive Renrs for their Houſes, Ships, Lands, Farms ; 
for the uſe and ſervice of their Beaſts,: as Kron. 
Worfes, Oven, Exc. | To receive an exceflive price i fg 
priſuch things, is defrauding. On the other rig 
and, tis defrauding, not to pay for the uſe (or Petr 
pan) of ſuch things, -whar the fame is juftly fp. 
porth and honefily agre d for. H m 
0 Eden (960 BY L 9. Whe , 


"IO yy 
— 


wor . Detefled wid Condemned. | "7 "| 
" * — rd J — 
90 — Perſons unfaithfully appropriate to t 
on , what was hetruſted with them for the af 
292 benefit of others. If Money or Goods are lef 
With a friend to keep, and by him to be reftor? 
upon demand ; if the Perſon thus betrufted, af 
propriates theſe things to his own uſe, he the 
does wrong and defrands, Lev. 6. 2, 3. So tho 
betruſted with Publick Monies, Goods or Store 
whether they are Commiſſaries, Purſers, Stewards 
Treaſurers, Cor by what denomination ſoeve 
they are diftinguiſh'd ) whether they are Set 
| wards Of Tredſurtrs of a Kingdom, à Country, 
Town, à College, à Church, a School, à Fort, a Sbip o 
of anx Society ; 1 ſay if Perſons thus berruſte | 
with Money or Goods for the benefit of other 
d. do fallaciouſly appropriate the ſame or ang 
par t thereof to their own private ule, thereid 
they do wrong and defraud. » For tis requir 
in Stewards, that a man be found faitbfal, 1 Co 
4.2. Nebemiab appointed faithful men; to b 
Treaſurers, Neh. 3. H s. juftly call'd."2 
Unjuſt Steward, ſy waſted the Goods berrufted 
ien tim, Luk. 16. 1, 8. So when Executor: 1 
"5 Wills, Adminiſtrator, on Inteſtate Eftates, tho 
Who are Guardians of Minors, of Fatherleſs ones 
ay, when Perſons thus betrufted, do appre 
priate to their -own uſe and benefit what we 
Or Betrufted- with them for the good of others, t 
defraading, tis vile injuſtice and doing of wrong 


Al add, if _ dring it in a e 


toll or Liſt ef Souldiers, demanding Subſiſt ing C 
Money, or. ages. for Perſons never linploy'd in fan 
he Publick Service, or after they are Dead, Rur, wit 
bin from Publick Service ; all the gain he 
thus gotten äs fraudubent and unjuſt: to receive ſplo 
Money on Auch degeitful grounds, is Stealing noi 
am che Public. iche 
os teen eb m; 
e. When Perſans detain Fuſt Wages, 


Hi 25:5 106; 
or defer the | any 
Sea/orable Payment of Tuſt Debts. - Thoſe who do] ane 
Pervice for others, deſexve a recompence for it; Her 
ie Laboyret bre of (his remerd. Tis there- Cen 
fore frand and. iejuſtice wilfally to with - hold to 
em any, hat they juftly deſerve and expect] hol 
or Service done, Its unf, when Perſons: are ly 
nawilling do grant à ſuitable Support or Rewardſ be 
o thoſe, who Serve the Publick in Civil Autbo- wh 
r. Mat, 21. % Render therefore to Cæſar, the 33% 
Mag, bat are Ce/ars- Rom 13.97. Render tbere- cars 
fore to all gi due, ¶ribute to bom Tribute x due. bim 
Tis vn uf; When Perſom are unwilling to giveſcby 
We: Support or AMamtaisance to Caßel Miniſters, wit 
Prov. 3. 9s Huönour ; the\. Lond; with thy | Subſtance. Go! 

Cor. 19/9 44550; beth the Lord, Orslained, bat they wh 
de: - Preath] the: Nabel ſhould. Live of. rhe Gaſpri. wo! 
he with-holding of fuch, Maintainance fromſjull 
the Mimitry, is by God, Himſelf called, a Rob - ſam 
me -of Ge Mal. 3. 8. Tis alſo unjuſt, to with. wor 
old a due reward, from thoſe who inſtruct and but 
overn College, or Schos. Tis unjuſt, to with -a . 
d a dus reward from'\Phyſrzavs, Arnd tim 


* Ba PF, * 


uud and injuſtice. God threatens to be, a 


, apainſ bie, that oppre fr tbe iel * 


wiſt” witneſs 
me in bis wages, Mal 3. J. Nay tis fraud and 
Emuſtice willingly defer the ſeaſonable payment O. 
di wages.” Levö rg. 13. The wapes of bim that « D 
bired, © ſhall: not abide with thee" al night until the in 
Wenning. Very often; the poor Labourer really PA. 
Needs. his\Wages," as ſoon as his work is done; ly 
refore it ſhould be preſently paid him. In- o 
leed if the Labonrer agrees to wait ſuch a time [42 
Vor his wages, tis no injuſtice ſo long to defer 
payment; but if no time be ſet, then as ſoon 
ks the work is done and the wages ask d for, “ 
hey ſhould be preſently and honeſtiy paid. 
ſe ſhould not only pay Vagel, or pay for what F 
4 Borrow or-Buy ; but we Thould pay ſeaſonably 
oa, as ſoon as by agreement tis due. Tis the 
Divine Command, Rom. 13. 8. Ow? no man any 
PRs But to love one another. So the Prophet 
to the Widow, whoſe oyl had been mira- 
nloufly- increas d: 2 King. 4. 7. Pay iy debt. 
is ſaid, Pſal. 37. 21. The wicked borroweth, and - 
erb not again. Tis a Wicked thing, wilfully 
to delay paying what is due. Prov. 3. 27, 28. 
Wirbbold not good from them to whom it is due, when 
in the-power of thine band to do it. Say not 
iy Neighbour, go, and come again, and to mor- 
ow will] give, 13.8 thou baſt it by tbee. If our” 
Neighbour ask for his due, and we can pay it, 
e mould'nor put him to the trouble of comingy” 71 
r 


11 Detected uud Condemnen. 5 19 | 
„Indeed we ſhould be fo juft and honeſt, that 
as Toon. as able we ſhould rather carry vur juſt 
Deb;: and pay them, than defer and keep-others 
out of their right, There's often mach fraud, 
be Jinjuftice and | wickedneſs, even in delaying to 
ty pay juft debts: ; tho? the payment be not utter- 
e; ly retusd or deny'd; but the "debts "plainly 
n- fowned. © By the way therefore, tis baſe, vile 
ne and ſordid, for Perſons to be Agi and Huff 
when they're ask'd" for. what they juftly owe! 
on Poſſibly they'll ſay, What, Do you" 1bink Tm 4 
Ir, Pankrupt ? can't you truſt me ? Do'you thin vr 2 
d. ing away, that you thus damm me? I ſay, tis'bals 
nd ſordid, for any thus to Huff and be Aug 
py Jvhen ask d to pay What they juſtly owe; I 
he they re- able, tis unjuſt not to pay a juſt debe 
when demanded, tho“ by che means Laboujerg 
et (he does but ask for his due, his right) if they're 
a- not able to pay preſently, yet juftice and good 
anners, ſhould teach them to give better word 
„in ſuch a caſe, But, tho? Jae, requires Piber, 
ly aſonably to pay what they owe if poſſibly the 
8. Fan; yet on the other hand, Kindneſs" and Chad 
% may often require Creditort, Patlentiy te 
ear 'a while with their Debtors, and got rigog 
ouſly exact upon them when they find them 
boneſtly diho A Debtor once faid,” Hive Paiig 
ce "with me and I wil! pay thee a; his eruey 
reditor laid hands on him, took him by the i brta 
t bim into Prifon till be ſhould pay he debt; ku | 
dur Lord's Parable calls this "Creditor," a" Wicks: 
ar 5 8 , | YA. II 8 


; Is act Dt Mot 3 b * KH * 558 N 
11. . When Perſons Fee . of a Bribe, "Gift, or 
orte nis, wil peel; er do un aft thing, 
hus; thoſe do wr ong. and are utijuſt, who 
For the ſake of n Private Reward, will 
Bear Fulſe Wieneſ+ jn any Cafe. ; as th Soul+ 
keys did, who were {at ty. Guard our Lord's 
Gepulchre, Mar. 28.12--:x5., When forthe fake of 
ſome Private Gain, ( or. aut, of Favour to one, 
r III Will to anothep ), Fary-men will briog 
in an Unrighteous Verdißt, Fudges pronounce an 
rig breois: Sentence, or Arbitrators give in an 

Drriglicou Award ; I ay, hen tis thus, there's 


ung ro oro. of the Publick by Ses or Land, 
for the ſake of ſome Pei vate Gain to Of- 
Peers, Cold or Fer free, from Serving, the Pub- 
ick ;this is Fraudulent and Unyuſt : Gain fo 
rotten, is Unrighteous Gain, When thoſe in 


nil for the Jake of Private Gain, do thoſe 
| Rimes that are Uniu/7, or neple#. to do 4 
heir Place or Office does Gblige them to 

his is doing Wrong and „ e 75 Wer 
any" for. the ſake of Private Gain, reſuſe to 
pive Teſtimony in a Caſe, where Juſtice Re- 
mires it for the Right. Deciſion of a Contro- 
Perſie, or for the juft/ puniſhing of a Criminal; 
this is doing Wrong, and Defrauding. When 
ih Zn fake of Private Gain, Wet qualified Per- 


e ere out of Phacys of 2 en Fre 
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ile fraud and digg of Wrong. So when men 


Authority, or 9 in one Station or 7 
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pe cee, 
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| cer, he Regueſted of the King that be might aut 
2 2 WH 8 | g 1 


and Unqualified Person brought in; this is dof] 
eee fraudulentiy. The doing un 
juft things, for the ſake of a Bribe, Giſt or Pei 
vate-Gain ; is plainly forbidden by God, aud 
tbominable inihis fight. Deut. 16. 19. Thou ſhal 
nat wreſt, Judgment, thou ſullt not e[pef# Per 
neither take a Giſt; for a Gift dotb blind the eyes 
the Wiſe, and pervitt the words of tb Rig H 
Amos f. T2. They' afflith the Faß, they take:a'Briby 
and tbey turn aſide be Poor in tho pate from ' thes 
Right. Thoſe Who are wedded to'-Bribes au. 
Gifts, ſcarce care hom much Injuſtice they de 
if they can but promote their om Gain. BA 
all ſuch Gain will 1 35 91 at laſt, if true Re 
entance prevent not. Job 15. 34. A Fire (ſha 
A the Tabernacles of Enie SEI * | 
951 03 1509341010 £Y;i993h 08 vio 
12 When” Perſons are falſe to t beit Mord, the 
Engagementi, and break their juſt Promiſes.” Wi 
- ſhould never ſpeak falſely : in any Oaſe, 
Juftice and Equity do not require, that 
ſhould ſpeak the Whole truth in every Ca 
We may be queſtion d in ſome Oaſes, where 
Equity does not require our diſcuuerigg t 
whole matter, theres no ( falſehood, nor) Inju 
ice to any one in concealing part. When 8 
muel went to Betblebem, was enough to ſay, 
came to Sacrifice ; twas no Injuſtice to Saul, t 
he conceal d the Anointing of David, 1 Sam. 16. 
2. Twas enough for Feremiah to tell the Pj 


emer a 
—_— 


0 


2 a Fraud aud Jnguſtice;" e 

ent to the Houſe ef Fonat ban; Juftice did not 
equire, that he ſhould tell them the other Diſ- - 3 
ourſe which paſß d between the King & him, 

Fer. on 2427. But now in matters of Deal- | © y 
ing between men and men, Juſtice requires 
bat they ſhould ſpeak their minds plainly. 
They ſhould not ſpeak contrary to what they 
jeſign, nor promiſe. contrary to their Abilities 
br. Intentions.  - They . ſhould not promiſe to de 
uch a piece of Work, or pay ſuch. a Debt, by 


nal proſpect of being able to do it, and do brar- 
wy deſign if able to do it. If Perſons promiſe 
what they know they can't perform, or what 
hey dont deſign to perform; they do wicked- 

they Lie in ſuch Promiſes, for they deſigo 
Pereby to deceive: others, contrary to Juſtice 

nd Equity. By mens thus breaking their 
Nord and Promiſes, they often defraud and 
wrong others very much. | If a man has not his 
Work done for him, or his Money paid to him, 
ecording to the time promiſed ; it may (and 
ten does) prove a great damage to him. It 
ay poſſibly hurt him as much, as the thing 
promiſed is worth; nay, the failing of a Pro- 
miſe, may ſometimes hurt him more than the 
ping promiſed. in it ſelf is worth. Poſſibly 
Pon a firm Promiſe made to a. man, that ſuch 
Work ſhall be done for him, or ſuch. a Debt 
pid to him, by ſuch or ſuch a time; he may 
pcordingly make Promiſes and Engagements 
VY 5 en, 4 


Nach or ſuch a time; unleſs they have a ratio- || | 


to others, which he wont be able to - perforx 
if the former Promiſes made to him be not fr 
filled. And thus many Perſons may be dees 

ved, wronged, kept out of their juſt Dues, as 


Falſneſs to bis word, and breaking his juſt Pre 


ceitful in their words, that there's no truf 


It may be Perſons have had Accompts à lot 


Dekade and Condemned 


greatly Injur'd, and that through one _ mat 


miſe. - It muſt needs be a vaſt damage & rot 
in Dealing, when men are fo falſe and d. 
Faber no dependance on what they fa 
time depending between them, one earnefth 
deſires and urges to have Accompts made u 
that he may know what he has to Pay & 
Receive, that he may know how his Aiﬀa 
ftand, and order them accordingly ; but thi 
other, though he promiſe at ſuch a time, & 
at ſuch a time to make up Accompts, . yet hl 
Whiffes, Sbuffles, Delayes, and wont do what I 
has ſo often promiſed; thus to do, is vil 
baſe and wicked, tis unjuſt and unrighteou 
Perſons are often much wronged and defra 
ded in their Intereſt, for want of having A 
compts made up, and Matters well adjuftec 
Whatever men think of it, tis vile Fraud, In 
juſtice, . Wickedneſs, thus to break their lr 


and Juſt Promiſes ; and ſo to carry themfelyg 
that there's no truſt to what they ſay. H 
neft Heatben, would abominate ſuch age 
fulneſs. And when Chrifians, and thoſe wh 
make the highteft Profeflion ( Communicanj 


* 


«Ys 


a bie h t 
bas Git Table) are thus paltey, do the 
' Scandal © 2 Wien they 5 dective, ' 
2 d words and fair promiſes, they 12 
tedir their ac break Gods 6 and 
ighly” ravoke-. hf m. "Eph. 4, a7 Putting aw 
e, eak every man truth with, bis Neip Frans 
19. 17. Te ſpall nor Steal, neither aal 742 
Heber lie” one to another. When. men wi 
le K wirds or 'Promifes in their Dealing; 
a fort of ling; it may in ſome 
gfe be called Many among the Jews 
F old, were ckas Tory” Jer. 9 5. They will d- 
Bobs eutry one N Neig bbour, "they will not ſpeak | - 
erer; rhey bat 3 their” tongue to 1/9 
ler, and wraty rhethfelves to commit Taiguity. Mic. 
w + T be nA thereof bave froken lies, and 
*— rongus is Atte itful in 1405 2 The Apo- 
We mentions it on, purpoſe, as 4 plain proof of 
Pens Cbrraption, 'their wickedneſs, Rom. 3.x 
* their tonguts they bave ufed: dectit. Whereas 
put of the Good mans Character, Pſal. 15. 
„He esel the truth in bis beart. And thus 
molt ſpeak the truth, if they would have 
12 Cohur[$tids in fimplicity a Aly - ſinotrity, 
bs they. thould, 2 Cor. r, 12. Therefore Chrilli- 
ns Thonld not dare!to deceive with good word 
nd falſe promiſes, as too many often do tis : 
eat ſhame, a crying ſcandal, that many Chri 
am make no more Conſcience of Feping 
Peir word and ee ki: 5 8 prom iſes 
Shan they do. 
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x BTL ders fhowid ſore: Inftances; ben 
Perſons may be ſaid to be guilty of defraudin 


and doing wrong. And fuch' defrauding” is 
great Sin, it 5 to the Divine - Difplea 
ſute. Rom. 1, 18. The wrath of God it reveal 
from Heaven, againſt all un godlineſi and unrighceou 
neſs of men. I Cor. 6. 9, The tae: hal 
ow the: TIES oY Ged. 0] 


By way of USE, ru fy two Things” 9 

T. $6 Cor, a4 any ber af punded and Jive nl 
they oupbr to Repont of it, When we hear anyDy 
g. | ty Incalcated in Preaching, we ſhonld: Fami 
1d | Have we done thi Duty? o when we hear a 
Sin laid open and condemned, - we ſhould" E 
amine, Have we been guilty of 1h? And which 
upon Inquiry we find our ſelves C 
Bouid repent. Lam. 3. 40. Ler us rt ſearth and 
our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Nay, if 0 
have defrauded any, we ſhould if poſſible mall 
Repa#ation'to the Injured, as well Regent ] 
our Sin. Penitent Zachrns did fo, Luk. 19. 
True Repentance will bring forth agreeable fruit 
we do nat truly Repent of our having wrong! 
any one, unleſs we do what we can to rig! 
him again. He ſhall reſtore that which be took © 
ing olently away, or the . whics be bath decvitſul 
gotten, Werts 6. +. GY 
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2. Let us Fake great care, that we dont v rong or 
fraud ang one for the future. Let us take heed} 
at. we dont wrong any one by Cheating, Ex- | 
ting, by unreaſonably neglecting to pay our f 
bebrs, by fair words and falſe promiſes, by f 
eplefting to make up Accompts, or adjuft f 
atters depending, or indeed by any other me- 
bod whatſoever. And that we may not wrong . 
defraud any in his Eftate, let theſe Directions 8 
et, „ | 
x. Let us Mortifie our Coveteouſneſs. Coveteoul- |} * 
, or exceſſive Love to the World, puts per- 7 
b 
Jr 
w 
ti 
Ol 
be 
W 


bs on many ,methods of unrighteouſneſs; 
Tim. 6.9, 10. They that will be Rich, fall into 
pration, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and 
ful Infts, which drown men in deſtruttion and 
dition. For the love of money is the root of all 
i, which while ſome coveted after, they bave erred 
wn the faith, and pierced. themſelves through with 
any [orrows- Since love to the World is fo 
eat 2 Sin, ſo dangerous a ſnare, it ſhould bee 
grefally ſubdued. Mortiſie therefore your Mem- 14 
rs which are upon the earth, Fornication, Unclean- br 
ls, Inordinate Affection, evil Concupiſcence, and 3 0 
bpetreoufnets, wich i 14elatry, Col. 3. 1. . 


Fei , Mortifie our Pride, Pride, did put the 
fjuſt Steward on Deceirful methods to advantage 
Mfelf; for he was Aham d to beg, Luk. 16. 
ig. Some are fo Proud, that they're Aſhm d 
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, Detected an Onde. 
to beg, or to do this or che other nean Servi 
for an honeſt Support; but are not Aſham'd to Li 
$rtal, Cheat, break their Promiſes, &. Prid 
uts many on unjuſt practices. Some are 
roud, they think they muft live ſo as to mak 
ſome figure and fhow, muſt live in ſuch or ſue 
fate or faſhion ; muſt haye fine Houſes we 
finiſh'd and adorn d, muſt be richly cloath'd, an 
muft be anſwerable thereto in their houſe-keex 
ing and entertainments; thus they deſire to live 
tho' their Eftates and Buſineſs can't ſupport ſac 
an Expenſive-way of living: and this puts ther 
upon unrighteous methods, to ſupport the figus 
they would appear in. It may be they ofte 
break their juft Promiſes, they can't pay thei 
juft debts, are angry if ſo much as askd to pg 
what they owe; Poflibly they live high, wh 
tis really on the Eftates and at the charge 
others. Let us ſabdue ſuch Pride, if we wont 
be *juft. "Having food and raiment, let ws be ther! 
with content, 1 Tim. 6. 8. een eg 


3. Let us avoid Intemperance, vain Company, ai 
2 1. Theſe Sins Uns to ELIE urs. th 
brings temptations to unrighteouſneſs. Lf: 
be Poor and Steal, Prov. 30.9. _ Idleneſs it fel 
( if Intemperance and vain Company are avoid 
ed.) tends to Poverty, and fo to make men tak 
unjuft courſes. When men are lazy and id 
will do little or no buſineſs ; how can they pa 
their debts, or get a-Maintainance for” 2 
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we duly conſider'd, that God: al- 
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"I" Detefted and Condemned. 2 


| great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God? Heb, 4.1 3 


Neither ts there any Creature that is not manifeſt in by 
Abt, but all things are open and naked to the eyes g 
bim with whom we have to do. With whom we 
have to do, that is, fo whom We muſt give an ac: 
count. Let us therefore conſider, that we muf 
give an account to God for all our actions, thi 


will tend much to prevent Fraud and Injuftice 


5. Let us bigbly prize and hunger after Spiritus 
Treaſures, The more theſe are valued & ſough 
for by men, the leſs danger they'll be in of de 
frauding any in their Worldly Goods. ' Nay, i 
need be, the y*ll gladly fer tbe boſs of their ow! 
Goods, when they, know- they bave in Heaven 
better and an enduring ſubſtance, Heb. 10. 34. In 
ſtead of wronging others of their Worldl 
Goods or Eftate ; they'll rather ſay to Gg 


as, Pſal. 73. 25, 26. Whom bave I in beaven by 


thee, and there is none on earth that I defire beſid 
thee. My. fleſh and my heart faileth ; but God is th 
frength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 
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